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(57) ABSTRACT

A compressor wheel for use with turbochargers or super-
chargers for forced air induction of internal combustion
engines includes a base having a hub portion, and a plurality
of'blades extending from the base, each blade having a length
defined by the distance between opposite axial extremities of
the blade, the plurality of blades including at least three
different types of blades, each having a substantially different
length.
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1
COMPRESSOR WHEEL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Not Applicable.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The subject matter disclosed and claimed herein relates to
compressor wheels used for forced air induction, such as
those used in turbochargers or superchargers.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Forced induction is a process in which an air compressor is
used for delivering compressed air to the intake of an internal
combustion engine. Forced induction increases engine power
and efficiency by increasing the total compression ratio and
thermal efficiency of the entire system. Forced induction
compressors are typically either turbochargers or supercharg-
ers. A turbocharger is an air compressor driven by a turbine
that is turned by exhaust gases from the engine, with the
turbine wheel and compressor wheel being on a common
shaft. A supercharger is an air compressor that is mechani-
cally driven by the crank shaft of the engine, typically by a
belt, gear or chain.

The compressor wheels used for forced induction of inter-
nal combustion engines typically have a back plate support-
ing a plurality of blades that extend radially from a central hub
and axially from the back plate.

The blades of a typical compressor wheel used for forced
air induction are shaped to draw air axially into the compres-
sor housing, accelerate the air centrifugally, and discharge the
air radially from the compressor at a higher pressure.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

Disclosed is a compressor wheel comprising a base having
a disk portion and a hub portion and a plurality of blades
affixed to the base, each blade extending radially from the hub
portion of the base and axially from the disk portion of the
base and having a first edge extending in a substantially
axially direction and a second edge extending in a substan-
tially radially direction, the first and second edges intersect-
ing at a tip of the blade, the plurality of blades including at
least three different types of blades, each of the different types
of blades having a dimension that is substantially different
from the other types of blades.

In certain embodiments, the compressor wheel includes
different types of blades having different lengths.

For certain embodiments, each of the different types of
blades has alength thatis at least 0.1 inches (2.54 millimeters)
different from the length of the other types of blades.

In certain embodiments, each of the different types of
blades has a different length, the length of each type of blade
being at least 5% greater than the length of any different type
of blade having a shorter length.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the plurality of
blades are arranged on the base or hub such that adjacent
blades are of different types.

In certain embodiments, there are exactly three different
types of blades, each of the different types of blades having a
different length, including a long type of blade having a
length at least 5% greater than the length of each of the other
two types of blades, an intermediate type of blade having a
length less than the length of the long blades and at least 5%
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greater than the length of a short type of blade, the short type
of'blade having a length less than the length of the other types
of blades.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the total number
of'blades is an integer multiple of two (i.e., an even number)
or four, and the blades are arranged around the hub, either
clockwise or counterclockwise, in a repeating sequence of tall
blade, short blade, intermediate blade, and short blade.

In accordance with certain other embodiments, the total
number of blades is an integer multiple of three, and the
blades are arranged around the hub, either clockwise or coun-
terclockwise, in a repeating sequence of tall blade, short
blade, and medium blade.

In certain embodiments, the total number of blades is 12,
14, 16 or 18 and there are three different types of blades of
different lengths arranged around the hub, either clockwise or
counterclockwise, in a repeating sequence of tall blade, short
blade, intermediate blade, and short blade.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the total number
of'blades is 9, 12, 15 or 18, and there are three different types
of'blades arranged around the hub, either clockwise or coun-
terclockwise, in a repeating sequence of tall blade, short
blade, and medium blade.

In certain embodiments, the hub portion includes a cylin-
drical portion that smoothly transitions into a bell-shaped
portion.

In certain embodiments, the compressor wheel includes a
base, and a plurality of blades extending from the base, each
blade having a length defined by the distance between oppo-
site axial extremes of the blade, the plurality of' blades includ-
ing at least three different types of blades, each having a
substantially different length.

Also disclosed are certain embodiments in which the com-
pressor wheel is part of a compressor comprising a compres-
sor housing and a compressor wheel as generally described
herein disposed within the compressor housing. The com-
pressor can be part of a turbocharger or a component of a
supercharger system used for forced air induction in an inter-
nal combustion engine of a vehicle.

In certain embodiments, the compressor wheel is part of a
turbocharger having a shaft journaled within a housing, a
turbine mounted on the shaft, the turbine and housing con-
figured to receive combustion exhaust gases radially at an
inlet and discharge the exhaust gases axially, and a compres-
sor wheel as described herein mounted on another end of the
shaft, the compressor wheel and housing configured to
receive air from an axially oriented inlet and discharge com-
pressed air radially.

In accordance with certain embodiments, the turbocharger
described herein is incorporated into a motor vehicle com-
prising an internal combustion engine mounted on the
vehicle, a turbocharger mounted on the vehicle, exhaust con-
duit for conveying products of combustion exhausted from
the internal combustion engine to an exhaust gas inlet of the
turbine, and a compressed air conduit for conveying com-
pressed air from an outlet of the compressor to an air inlet of
the internal combustion engine.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11is aschematic view of a turbocharger used for forced
air induction on an internal combustion engine.

FIG. 2 is a perspective of a compressor wheel having three
different types of blades of different length.

FIG. 3 is an elevational side view of the compressor wheel
shown in FIG. 2.
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FIG. 4 is a schematic representation of a vehicle incorpo-
rating a turbocharger.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an embodiment in which
three blades of different lengths are arranged in a repeating
sequence of short, intermediate and long.

DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATED
EMBODIMENTS

Shown in FIG. 1 is a turbocharger 10 having a sealed
turbine housing 12 containing a turbine wheel 14 mounted on
one end of a shaft 16 journaled within a shaft bearing housing
18 and a compressor wheel 20 mounted on an opposite end of
shaft 16. Exhaust gases from an internal combustion engine
enter the turbine section of the turbocharger axially through
turbine exhaust gas inlets 22 causing turbine wheel 14 to
rotate shaft 16 and compressor wheel 20. The exhaust gases
exit the turbine section of the turbocharger from turbine
exhaust gas outlet 24 at a lower pressure. Air enters the
compressor section of the turbocharger axially through com-
pressor air inlet 26 and is discharged radially at a higher
pressure which is conveyed via conduit to the air inlet of an
internal combustion engine to improve engine performance
and efficiency.

Although compressor wheel 20 is illustrated in a turbo-
charger, it may also be advantageously used in a supercharger
having a compressor similar to the compressor illustrated on
the turbocharger 10, with shaft 16 mechanically coupled
directly or indirectly to the engine crankshaft such as by a
belt, chain or gear.

Shown in FIG. 2 is a compressor wheel 20 having a base 28
including a disk portion 20 and a hub portion 32, and a
plurality of blades 34, 36 and 38 which extend radially out-
wardly and axially upwardly from the base.

In the illustrated embodiment, compressor wheel 20
includes three different types of blades 34, 36, and 38 having
different lengths, including relatively long blades 34, rela-
tively short blades 36, and blades of intermediate lengths 38.

Very minor variations in the dimensions of the blades of
conventional compressor wheels are expected due to irregu-
larities or variances in the manufacturing processes or equip-
ment. The requirement for different types of blades having at
least one dimension that is substantially different from the
other types of blades involves substantial differences that
exceed the ordinary manufacturing variances or tolerances
that are routinely accepted. Typically, acceptable variances
are about 0.01 inches or less, with variances up to about 0.05
inches being insubstantial. Thus, a substantial difference in a
blade dimension, such as a blade length, is a difference
greater than 0.01 inches or greater than 0.05 inches. There-
fore, for purposes of this disclosure, blades that have slightly
different dimensions within accepted tolerances and/or which
have insubstantial differences in dimension are not regarded
as being different types of blades. It is believed that the
improved performance provided by utilizing at least three
different types of blades, each having a dimension that is
substantially different from the other types of blades, requires
a difference, such as a difference in length, that is at least
about 0.1 inches (2.54 millimeters). It is believed that an even
greater improvement in performance can be achieved when
the difference in dimension is at least 5%. For example, each
of three different types of blades can have a different length,
with the length of the longest blade being at least 5% greater
than the length of the intermediate length blade, and the
intermediate length blade being at least 5% longer than the
short blade.
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Typically, base 28 and blades 34, 36 and 38 are part of an
integral component. For example, compressor wheel 20 can
be machined from a single piece of metal to provide a unitary
structure without any components being welded, soldered, or
otherwise fused or joined together. As another alternative, a
unitary structure can be cast. While unitary structures are
believed to be more desirable, advantages of the improved
structure can be achieved by welding or otherwise attaching
separately fabricated blades (e.g., blades 34, 36 and 38) to
base 28.

Compressor wheel 20 may be made of aluminum, titanium
or other suitable material. Suitable materials may include
metal alloys exhibiting high strength to weight characteristics
comparable to or better than aluminum or titanium.

Hub 32 includes an upper cylindrical section 40 and a
lower section 42 having a truncated bell-shape which can be
seen in FIGS. 2 and 3. In cross-section, the truncated bell-
shape has a shape of a truncated Gaussian curve.

As shown in the illustrated embodiment, the different types
of blades are arranged around hub 32 such that any two
adjacent blades are of a different type, meaning that adjacent
blades have at least one dimension that is substantially dif-
ferent from an adjacent blade. As shown in FIG. 3, illustrated
compressor wheel 20 includes three different types of blades,
including long blades 34 having a length L, intermediate
length blades having a length L,, and short blades having a
length L,. The length of the blades are measured from oppo-
site extremes along the axially direction (i.e., from the upper
surface of the edge of the disk portion 30 in an axially direc-
tion to the tip 44, 46 or 48 of each of the long, intermediate and
short blades, respectively, or other portion of the blade that is
the most displaced from the disk portion). Alternatively, the
length of a blade is regarded as the axially distance (i.e., axial
displacement) from an upper surface of the disk portion 30 to
that point of a blade that is farthest from the disk portion.

While the illustrated compressor wheel 20 has three differ-
ent types of blades having three different lengths, is expected
that enhanced performance characteristics can also be
achieved with four or more different types of' blades (e.g., four
or more blades having different lengths).

The total number of blades can be an integer multiple of the
number of different types of blades employed on the com-
pressor wheel 20. For example, when three different blades of
different length are employed, the blades may be arranged
around the hub, either clockwise or counterclockwise (these
variations being mirror images of each other), in a repeating
sequence of tall blade, short blade and intermediate length
blade. The blades may also be arranged around the hub, either
clockwise or counterclockwise, in a repeating sequence of tall
blade, short blade, intermediate blade, and short blade, with
the total number of blades being a multiple of two or four. In
the case where an even number of blades is used, the total
number of blades can be selected from, for example, 12, 14,
16 or 18. In those cases where the total number blades is an
integer multiple of 2 and not an integer multiple of 4 (e.g., 14
or 18), the repeating sequence of three different types of
blades will necessarily include a deviation. For example, for
14 blades, the sequence can be repeated three times and
partially completed a fourth time. In the case where a multiple
of three blades is used, the total number of blades can be
selected from, for example, 9, 12, 15 or 18 blades.

Shown in FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a vehicle 50
having an internal combustion engine 52. The exhaust gas
generated in the internal combustion engine 52 leaves the
internal combustion engine and flows through a turbine 14
(FIG. 1) of aturbocharger 10 before being discharged through
exhaust pipe 54, and compressed air is conveyed from the
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compressor section of turbocharger 10 to the air intake of
internal combustion engine 52 via conduit 56.

Testing has confirmed that the use of illustrated compres-
sor wheel 20 with a diesel engine provides an average of about
8% more power and 12% more airflow than on otherwise
identical arrangement having two sets of blades of different
heights. While not wishing to be bound by any particular
theory, it is believed that employing three different types of
blades, each having different dimensions, provides three
stages of compression employing a single wheel.

The described embodiments are preferred and/or illus-
trated, but are not limiting. Various modifications are consid-
ered within the purview and scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A compression wheel comprising:

a base; and

a plurality of blades extending from the base, each blade

having a length defined by the distance between oppo-
site axial extremities of the blade, the plurality of blades
including a long type of blade having a length that is
greater than the length of the other two types of blades,
an intermediate type of blade having a length that is less
than the length of the long blades and greater than a
length of a short blade, the short blade having a length
less than that of the other types of blades, and wherein
the total number of blades is an integer multiple of three
and the blades are arranged around a hub portion of the
base in a repeating sequence, either clockwise or coun-
terclockwise, of tall blade, short blade and intermediate
blade.

2. A compression wheel of claim 1, in which each of the
different types of blades has a finite length that is at least 0.1
inches (2.54 millimeters) different from the length of the
other types of blades.

3. A compression wheel of claim 1, in which each of the
different types of blades has a finite length, the length of each
blade being at least 5% greater than the length of any type of
blade having a shorter length.

4. A compression wheel of claim 1, in which the total
number of blades is selected from the group consisting of 9,
12, 15 and 18 blades.

5. A compression wheel of claim 1, in which the hub
portion includes a cylindrical portion that smoothly transi-
tions into a bell-shaped portion.

6. A compressor comprising:

acompressor housing having an air inlet and a compressed

air outlet; and

a compressor wheel disposed in the compressor housing,

the compressor wheel including a base and a plurality of
blades extending from the base, each blade having a
length defined by the distance between opposite axial
extremities of the blade, the plurality of blades including
a long type of blade having a length that is greater than
the length of the other two types of blades, an interme-
diate type of blade having a length that is less than the
length of the long blades and greater than a length of a
short blade, the short blade having a length less than that
of' the other types of blades, and wherein the total num-
ber of blades is an integer multiple of three and the
blades are arranged around a hub portion ofthe base in a
repeating sequence, either clockwise or counterclock-
wise, of tall blade, short blade and intermediate blade.

7. A compressor of claim 6, in which each of the different
types of blades has a finite length that is at least 0.1 inches
(2.54 millimeters) different from the length of the other types
of blades.

5

20

25

(]
<

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

8. A compressor of claim 6, in which the length of each type
of'blade is finite and at least 5% greater than the length of any
different type of blade having a shorter length.

9. A turbocharger comprising:

a shaft journaled within a turbocharger housing;

a turbine mounted on an end of the shaft, the turbine and
housing configured to receive exhaust gases from an
internal combustion engine at an inlet and discharge the
exhaust gases; and

a compressor wheel mounted on another end of the shaft,
the compressor wheel and housing configured to receive
air from an axial inlet and discharge compressed air
radially, wherein the compressor wheel includes a base
and a plurality of blades extending from the base, each
blade having a length defined by the distance between
opposite axial extremities of the blade, the plurality of
blades including a long type of blade having a length that
is greater than the length of the other two types of blades,
an intermediate type of blade having a length that is less
than the length of the long blades and greater than a
length of a short blade, the short blade having a length
less than that of the other types of blades, and wherein
the total number of blades is an integer multiple of three
and the blades are arranged around a hub portion of the
base in a repeating sequence, either clockwise or coun-
terclockwise, of tall blade, short blade and intermediate
blade.

10. A turbocharger of claim 9, in which each of the different
types of blades has a finite length that is at least 0.1 inches
(2.54 millimeters) different from the length of the other types
of blades.

11. A turbocharger of claim 9, in which the length of each
type of blade is finite and at least 5% greater than the length of
the any different type of blade having a shorter length.

12. A motor vehicle comprising:

an internal combustion engine mounted on the vehicle;

a turbocharger mounted on the vehicle, the turbocharger
including a shaft journaled within a housing, a turbine
mounted on an end of the shaft, the turbine and housing
configured to receive exhaust gases at an inlet and dis-
charge the exhaust gases, a compressor wheel mounted
on another end of the shaft, the compressor wheel and
housing configured to receive air from an axial inlet and
discharge compressed air radially, wherein the compres-
sor wheel includes a base and a plurality of blades
extending from the base, each blade having a length
defined by the distance between opposite axial extremi-
ties of the blade, the plurality of blades including a long
type of blade having a length that is greater than the
length of the other two types of blades, an intermediate
type of blade having a length that is less than the length
of the long blades and greater than a length of a short
blade, the short blade having a length less than that of the
other types of blades, and wherein the total number of
blades is an integer multiple of three and the blades are
arranged around a hub portion of the base in a repeating
sequence, either clockwise or counterclockwise, of tall
blade, short blade and intermediate blade;

an exhaust conduit for conveying exhaust gases from the
internal combustion engine to the radial inlet of the
turbine; and

a compressed air conduit for conveying compressed air
from an outlet of the compressor to an air inlet of the
internal combustion engine.
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